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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Alan John Campbell 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The nation needs a paradigm shift to sustainable jobs creation, i.e., employment that is 
focussed on delivering adequate wealth and wellbeing within local communities, with 
businesses serving local communities needs all within a framework of environmental and 
socially-ethical responsibility. A barrier to that green recovery taking place is the substantial 
investment that would be required; old attitudes and mindsets of ‘what business goals are’ 
will undoubtedly remain obstinate obstacles. Sustainable alternatives such as retro-fitting 
homes for energy efficiency, more local food production and local producers of natural 
materials which can be utilised within a circular economy… need to become more 
mainstream. Undoubtedly, consumers will still be attracted to the cheapest product options 
imported from overseas… therefore significant training and development assistance would 
be required to promote ‘homegrown’ quality products with qualities of durability, ease-of-
repair and associated positive environmental benefits.  

An end to out-of-town shopping malls is essential: planning permission for these should no 
longer be approved. Investment must return to the towns themselves to encourage 
populations to walk/cycle more and drive less in their cars. Also, at a very fundamental level, 
we need people to engage with each other at a local level… how else can community be 
built? It cannot be built in the middle of cast retail parks on the outskirts of cities, or even 
within city boundaries for that matter. Hyper-consumerism is the antithesis of sustainability. 
Even multinational corporations present within communities will not revitalise communities; 
their remit is to produce profit, extract wealth from a region’s populace and present it to 
shareholders (generally after tax-avoidance measures). Scotland needs vastly more small 
business owners who are living in and associated with their communities, returning their 
profits back into the local economy through spending and hiring staff.  

As it is clear that the current unsustainable, capitalist-consumer model now employed across 
the majority of the world is inherently deficient, we here in Scotland should utilise the skills of 
innovation that we’ve become known for – investment and encouragement from the 
government is surely key to this being achieved. Our national textile industry has almost 
disappeared completely except for Harris tweed and smattering of weavers/kiltmakers. Can 
a sustainable industry not be revived? Other craft industries could be revived also with 
adaptations to make them economically competitive… as we attempt as a society to minimise 
plastic consumption in products. The cheapest good of course are always manufactured in 
plastic.  

Access to land for gaining an income is an issue - far too land is owned by far too few people 
and the cost of purchasing land is prohibitive to those would might venture into business 
endeavours, specifically those aligned to ecological sustainability and environmental 
stewardship/conservation.  Gaining access to land is equivalent to accessing resource which 
can potentially translate into wealth through extraction or utility of its natural charactersitics. 
Land ownership is undesirable and unhealthy for a society that hopes for a more equitable 
arrangement of apportioned wealth and consequent health of its population. Obviously legally 
large estates cannot be dismantled but a policy should be devised in the public interest that 
a percentage of land reverts to public ownership each year. 
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What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Investment in small, locally-owned businesses – specifically those with a sustainability policy, 
or sustainable service or product(s). Further incentives would be beneficial such as 
development grants for business owners that can provide verifiable zero or low-carbon 
operations.  

Training needs for sustainable jobs which support both high environmental and social 
government targets. 

A wide-scoping study into which (agricultural) crops and what waste products of crops can 
be utilised within a circular economy. 

Grants or low-rate loans and/or in combination with low-rate rents for accessing land for 
gaining income. Gaining tenure of land, whether for agricultural purposes like organic farming 
or promoting some eco-leisure activity is cost-prohibitive. A solution to this problem would be 
greatly advantageous, giving opportunities to many who are at present ‘locked out’ of the 
benefits of ‘living off the land’. The goal of a more equal society is a crucial aspect to think  
about. 

[Proposal] A 1% of privately-owned (relating to large estates) land area should be reverted 
each year to public ownership, to encourage more equal opportunity across all groups of 
society regardless of income or means to start (or expand) a fledgling business. Again, private 
land ownership on a vast scale is antithetical to the public good. Many people with energy, 
ideas and potential are deprived of the opportunity to start worthwhile businesses which could 
bring benefits to both the environment and local communities. Ecological initiatives which are 
in line with national policy on mitigating climate change are worth more than just the income 
that they generate for the business owner and employees. Classical economics does not 
factor in the benefits both directly to the environment (operations which mitigate greenhouse 
gas emissions and/or carbon capture schemes/development) or the savings in climate 
change impacts avoided in 20 years time… or the general health benefits for society of 
improved air quality. 

Increased native tree planting initiatives, both rurally and in cities/towns for the multiple 
benefits provided; water storage (flood prevention), air temperature cooling (as a measure 
against urban heat island effect), promotion of biodiversity, carbon capture, prevention of soil 
erosion. I am also in favour of rewilding (all past top predator species and missing species 
which can be reintroduced from outside-Scotland populations) 

Greater funding (100% increase) for SEPA and potentially a widening of its operational scope 
to include greater legal authority on protection of species (biodiversity), pollution to the 
environment (air, water and soil). I believe that Scotland needs a national environmental 
protection organisation which has the resources to be more proactive and capable to fight 
businesses/organisation that flout our environmental legal rules. Specifically, I’d like to see 
greater protection/conservation of marine species and stewardship of our coastal/beaches 
areas. Enforceable, heavy fines for environmental vandalism and unnecessary/intentional  
harm caused to wildlife…and litter removal (for aesthetic and tourist reasons) etc. 

Compulsory environmental education for school children (ages 10-14) on all aspects of 
sustainability (living sustainably), global and local concerns... with practical sessions (e.g., 
food-growing).   


